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Supporters:

	 As Parents for Public Schools moves into the new year, it is worth taking 

the time to consider both our challenges and opportunities. The horizon is 

bright: We will approach our future with a qualified professional staff ably 

led by Anne Foster and an engaged and energized board. We have dedicated 

chapters throughout the country, a thriving Schoolhouse to Statehouse 

program in Mississippi, and a new focus on bringing PPS into the national 

education discussion. Our funding is stable and secured for the coming year.

	

	 We are seizing this moment of strength to focus on our future.  

The national board and staff are engaged in intense collaboration in charting 

the strategic PPS vision. Like many of you, I am part of a local PPS chapter, 

and I am re-committing to you to keep our chapters’ needs foremost in our 

minds as we create our foundational vision. I welcome input from any and  

all of you as we move forward.

	 These are challenging times for our schools. PPS believes that  

public education should be a community enterprise, and a community  

must not abandon its public schools and children in their time of greatest  

need. Our incredible schools, of which there are many, fuel our optimism; 

the bad schools fuel our tenacity and persistence. We believe that as parents, 

citizens, and owners of our public schools, we must take responsibility for 

addressing the toughest and most persistent problems facing our kids,  

schools, and communities.

	 Every child deserves a quality public education—this is our  

fundamental belief. My daughter, your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  

cousin, and neighbor—all children—deserve this. Our schools and our kids  

are stronger because of each of us being involved. With much accomplished, 

and even more to be done, I thank you for all that you do and, specifically,  

for supporting Parents for Public Schools.

Doug Wells

National Board President

Dear Friends,

Doug Wells | National Board President

Generosity
continues 
our work
Parents for Public Schools began in a living room with  

a small group of parents committed to supporting their 

neighborhood public schools. Since that initial gathering  

20 years ago, PPS has grown chapters across the country  

and built a professional national staff. At heart, however,  

we remain a grassroots organization built on volunteers. 

Our donors—large and small—honor our work with  

their financial support. Thanks to their gifts, PPS is re-energized 

today. We are providing more services than ever before to our 

local chapters and coordinating our first statewide effort to 

raise academic achievement through the power of involved 

parents. In challenging economic times, we are especially 

grateful for our supporters’ generosity and shared vision  

for quality education for all children.

DONORS

THE Barksdale  
FOUNDATION

The Phil Hardin
Foundation

sally & Dick molpus
foundation
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OHIO
 Greater Cincinnati
www.ppsgc.org
OFFICERS

Marcia Futel, Interim President 
David Willbrand, Secretary
James Berry, Treasurer
Neal Williams, Treasurer
Rolanda Smith, Executive Director

OREGON 

Portland
10th ANNIVERSARY
www.cppsportland.org
OFFICERS			 
Linda Olson, President
Kathy Couch, Co-President	
Gretchen Dursch, Vice President	
Scott Bailey, Secretary
Will Fuller, Treasurer
Doug Wells, Former President
	
TEXAS

Houston
www.ppshouston.org
OFFICERS			 
Margaret Solomon, President
Mary Nesbitt, Vice President
Judy Long, Treasurer

Waco
www.ppswaco.org
OFFICERS			 
Josette Ayres, President	
Norma Torres, Secretary
Sharla Garcia, Treasurer
Doug McDurham, Former President

Washington 

Seattle
www.cppsofseattle.org
OFFICERS			 
Charles Rolland, President
Andrew Kwatinetz, Vice President 
Anne Forester, Secretary
Kim Gould, Treasurer	
	 	

MISSISSIPPI 

Meridian & Lauderdale County 
www.ppsmeridian.org
OFFICERS			 
Norbert Luster, President
Marl C. Cobler, III, Vice President
Billie J. Williams, Secretary
Kim Johnson, Treasurer

Starkville
www.ppsstarkville.org
OFFICERS			 
Brother Rogers, President
Anne Buffington, Vice President
Jennifer Davis, Secretary
Roy Pollard, Treasurer

Jackson 
20th ANNIVERSARY
www.ppsjackson.org
OFFICERS

Debra Gibbs, President
Craig W. Gill, Vice President
Sharolyn Smith, Secretary-Treasurer  
Robbie Kemp, Former President
Susan Womack, Executive Director

MISSOURI
 Columbia
www.ppscolumbia.org 
OFFICERS

Sarah J. Read, President	
Marsha Fischer, Vice President
Tracy Holmquest, Treasurer	
 
NEW YORK 

Buffalo
www.ppsbuffalo.org
OFFICERS	

LaVonne Ansar, Chapter Representative

Syracuse
10th ANNIVERSARY
www.ppssyracuse.org
OFFICERS	
Sue Fahey, President
Bob Gardino, Vice President
Margrit Diehl, Corresponding Secretary
Peter Knoblock, Recording Secretary
Harry Thompson, Treasurer

National Board of Directors
2009-2010

Josette Ayers  
Lorena, TX

Jim Berry 
Cincinnati, OH

Alicia Edgar 
Seattle, WA

Arnold F. Fege  
 Washington D.C.

Craig Gill 
Jackson, MS

Doug McDurham 
Waco, TX

Pamela Percival 
Syracuse, NY

Brewster Rhoads  
Distinguished Trustee 

Cincinnati, OH

Neal Robinson 
Distinguished Trustee 

Jackson, MS

Kim Rohadfox-Ceaser  
Syracuse, NY

Lisa Schiff  
San Francisco, CA

Vanessa White  
Cincinnati, OH

Doug Wells, 
President  

Portland, OR

Deena Zacharin  
San Francisco, CA

CALIFORNIA
 San Francisco
10th ANNIVERSARY
www.ppssf.org
OFFICERS			 

Matthew Kelemen, President
Jean Field, Secretary
Richard Shrieve, Treasurer
Ellie Rossiter, Executive Director

ILLINOIS

Springfield
10th ANNIVERSARY
www.springfieldpps.com
OFFICERS			 
Arthur Neal, President
Patricia Carpenter, Vice President 
Ava McPike, Secretary
Michael Lopez, Treasurer
Eloise Baird, Former President
	
LOUISIANA

Greater New Orleans
www.ppsnola.org
OFFICERS			 
Carol Lewis, President
Debra Hollingsworth, Vice President
Adele London, Secretary
Dennis Joseph, Treasurer

Local Chapter Contacts



To learn more about PPS where you live, or to receive  
information on organizing a PPS chapter, contact us. 

Parents for Public Schools National Office
200 North Congress Street, Suite 500 |  Jackson, Mississippi 39201

800-880-1222
P. 601-969-6936  |  F. 601-969-6041

www.parents4publicschools.org
info@parents4publicschools.org




